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ENESE "Life ford 'us one, of. the: moſt di- 
| 8:7 "yerlif ed and nobteRt. Scenes of Hi- 
| NT] - 2? F->. ſtory. ; From the loweſt condition of 
£R\ EARS _ following the Eves Hxealt with Young, 
i i yer, was them nnecent, as well as perhaps 
Hpps ;eſt Fo of | his life; he was advanced to be 
Clofous ham pion 2nd 'Delivererof his Coun- 
"he was raiſedro be.the People's Favourite, as 
7. the King” $ Sor-in-law: Head a ſecret Intail 
\ the Crown 1 etled on him: by a Divine Appoigc- 
b ene; "and ſaw the Aﬀetions of his Countrey con- 
urrjng with the Propher's Deſignation,:' He was by 
ficindilcreet Applapſes, ſer ſo.far above Saul,as to 
ne him j Wes 
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ickly overtook him ; he was purſued by a violent 


of ealouſie e ;. and he found that 
lefing 2nd Syecefs ollawed hank] in every thing. 
at he went about. But a Reverſe of Fortune 


da FRO Tyraqt; forſaken by. his Friends and. 
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informed againſt by Flatterers; and art laſt fo forf'®' 
ced to l{ecure himlelt,'by entertaifling about hin", 
iuch a company as ran to him for, Shelter and Pty 
re@ion 3 * who when they Forihd them elVevin uſe? 
diſtreſs, were ſometimacs raking! of\Srua ih ei 
Only che Great and Generous Jonathan, v un 
others was the moſt concerned to have deſtrd | 
him, gave upon this occaſion, the fetal. Par oh "Þt 
of. Heroick Friendſhip, and res y Eyento fur” 
he, himſelf” for Sim, whole | reunesand Finite. 
could not riſe, but u DON 'the ruins of kis ow RY h 
this cloudy Revolution of David's Aﬀatts ic} : | 
bable that chis Palm was Penned, when [YReP 
ſpect that he ance had, ſeemed rota; Which 
ocd him to- flye to the Divine Help,'h Ince hefo * mn 
neither Piety nor Truth ſeframong.men, to - w 
he could cruſt. It wasno faintnefs 'of. heart, nor wan Ke 
of Courage, that brought | him, aye this Acjecti 
of Mind : His heart was as the cart of fa. Jon "Y 
he could expeCt little from' a Body of men [ GG 
had neither Religion nor Virtue a ons. "het m.:.| | A 
5 true, they flattered him Hand Ih FI »ha + 
of heir Zeal and. Valouir ; ' The * Take, " n&b 
flattering, lips, and with,a abt Ts did t they 
things boaſting, perhaps, their; mighty ep 
ahd their great Services; "What Sd pes mij oh 
with, their hands, they were Five, chat with th 4: 
_-_ tongu”” - 
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Ns jpcafled ” Oihed and; _—_ to he gon pn as. David 
ZBdeved, would at laſbariſe, and ſet them at ſafety from 
Þ i : it-phſſed a them; and in conclufion, he was nei- 
Mer terrified with the ſtrength of his Enemies, nor 
jd 16g weakneſs of his own Party; he. replted ro 
Promiſes:b{-Gad, which he knew. had not: that 
Uay of droſs, that was.in;the wordsof men; they 

ure words, free from all mixture, exactly crue ; 

'J le Iver after ichas paſſed through the. ſeyerelt re- 
tings; ar#'thetefore/fince:Godrhad promiled*o- 

im up 0 reign over. his Peaple; he was conh - 

1 _ wouldibe. performed ; and ſyre the Pro- 
WT | made'to him, and to. his Poſterity.; he was 


is ruaded he ſhould not only be preſerved fr om that 
weration of is. engnies, biit that kis Poſterity (ould 
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al wa ſerved for ever. Thithe concludes with 'a dark 
Phraſe, The wicked walkon every fide, whinthe vileſt men 
xalted; which is capable ofthis ſenſe, Tharwwhen 


[ and and his Followers, wha were thenundermuch 
io? ſcorn,,. 
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that God'had rhade; his or, 2f0' cooftiury of 

wicked, that hat beth delpis*duherh and then hin wv] 

char they {hould'be Querck withadnmmatiogang ” 7 
dinefs upon ir; like rmenthatriareRaring ac Ila) - 

7 fi ighr, -mdgoing rotind/it; to wiew irrowallifnksf] T: 


"4tid thettfvrehe-prayedito” jim To lp" ll 


Tnctv cottic to: confider more cloſely i tmy To 


- which is'a Praytrof Pdvid'sro God bor: Kirip, nd. m: 
-ground?THar there Was little of no! Reel igrreaogh - fu 
ney Iefeambng: meh;end charrhevefore,betald w 


eaſon co <tiltto'them,-or to expea-a icing 4 
"ſuch Inſtruments; onthe:conriary; ettatiailre 
"tg expect heavy Ju Ju frents From Ged?u 


ting t© this, Tihall conſider,” es 1:4} de 
1. What the. Iripaſtance: of che rh Oba |* 
'Eterrs: heregiven, diy and Fairhfulmens - - ;-cinl in 
2. The'Redfons thacke might: chew! ; have i an 
ie we tiow have, t6 Mimenc, Thar: thicwwanh bk 
men of char Charafer-to be found. 1 4.47 Shin 
74 1531 The lad Conlegnences chat Se aſt{2ets Ml; 
pr winrar 0-2 Nation or Intereſt, chac is unde! 5; P 
—- defticution.of Religious and Honeſt" Men.” be >} 10 
| And 4rbh, 'Theooly'Rremedy! —— this,whs at 
is ar exrneſtPriyerts Ior:Hlp: "i E 1: m 
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; Follow me in theſe things, with that cloſeneſs 
- of Thought , and that fixt ſeriouſneſs of Mind, 
bd which the Importance of the Matter, and the So- 
ill lemnicies of che Day do require. 
. To return to the two CharaRters of Men in my 
Text. - The word rendred Godly, in its ſtrict {1gnifi- 
Toll cation imports a benign, gentle, and good-natured 
no. man ; but this has ſuch a relation to Religion, and is 
ſuch a diſpoſition to it, that among the. Jews chis 
& word was in commonule extended to a man that 
9} was exact to all the duties of Religion, and ſtrict 
a inthe performance of them. A Godly man 1s not one 
bafſ that places his Religion in many aflumed practices, 
' that look ſolemn perhaps, but in their own nature 
do not tend to make him better ; that are matters 
of mere Shew and Pomp, which do begin with Su- 
perſtition, that is an over-doing and over-valuing 
indifferent things, and end in Hypocriſte, Faction, 
i and ill-nature. A Godly man is not he that underſtands 
bs Religion well, that can write, ſpeak, and argue 
J cloſely for it, and that can make both himſelf and 
others very angry abour it, which is the true name 
for the greateſt part of that which the world calls 
Zeal. In a word; A Godly man is not he that is very 
regular in all outward Rules, and matters of Form, 
and that places his Religion in the exact pertor- 
mance of fuch a circle of things, which are the ex- 
cernal 
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ternal a&ts of Religious Worſhip, and in which 
man may go the round very punctnally, through 
courſe of many years, and yer never deſerye the fr 
Character of a Godlyman. He that is truly the God. d 
ly man, 1s he that has an inward ſenſe of a Supreme ic 
Power that is over him, that made and governs the { 
. world, and all things init; that is infinitely wiſe | ® 
and good, and perfe&ly pure and holy ; that ſees | "' 
all chings, and. that will judg all men for every | P 
thing they do, at a great Tribunal, where there ſhall | * 
be no reſpect of perſons; where all men, even the 

| 


oreateſt, ſhall be ſer on the level with the meaneſt; 
and where every one ſhall give an account of him- 
{elf ro God, and ſhall receive according to what he 
hath done in this life. A Godly man is he on whoſe 
mind the ſenſe of theſe things has ſo deeply ſeized, 
chat he ſtudies, above all things, to reſemble that 
Being as much as he can, and to raiſe his natureto 
be as perfect, as wile, andas good, as hecan make 
it; he endeavours to govern all his ACtions ina 
conformity to the Will and Laws of God; he re- 
joices when he does thoſe things that he knows are 
well-pleaſing to him ; and is much troubled, when 
the frailties of his Nature, and the force of Tem 
' ptations, carry him to any thing that offends God. 
A Godly man is he that does ſo firmly believe, that 
Godby his Providence watches over all things, that 
he 
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Pons 


he does in all his ways reſign himſelt up to his 
Will, and ſubmuts to every thing that comes to him 
from that hand : And in ſum; A Godly man is he that 
does always acknowledg God; that rays to him 
for every good thing that he deſires, and chiefly 
for the Inward Afiſtances of his Grace, to reform 
and purifie his Nature, and that bleſſes God for eve- 
ry good thing that he receives: When this Godly man 
prays to God either in private or publick, he does 
it. with ſo ſerious a temper of Mind, and ſuch a 
beat of thoughts, that he plainly perceives in him- 
ſelf, that what he does, is not the effect of habit 
or cultom, bur riſes out of an apprehenſion of his 
own neceſiities, and of the Fulneſs and Goodneſs of 
God : This is the Character of him that is truly 
Gadly ; who conſiders not Religion as an Engine to 
impoſe fears or hopes on the weaker part of man« 
kind, as the moſt efteftual way of governing them ; 
nor does amuſe himſelf with Speculations or Di- 


{putes about it, asa notional and dry matter ; that 


does not conſider it as the Cement of Parties, to 
form and advance low or baſe Intereſts, but conſt- 
ders it as a deſign to form in a man new Principles, 
out of which a new Nature may grow ; but ſuch 
a nature as will make-him the' beſt, the amiableſt, 
the uſefulleſt, and the perfeCteſt creature that he 
can poſſibly be in this life , and that puts him 

B 2 1 


2b 
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in a certain way to be vaſtly more pure and perfe& [iſ 
in another ſtate. This man dire&ts all his Studies lm 
and Pratices in Religion , to the advancing of [yl 
theſe Principles within himſelf; and he gives the yh 
world ſo lovely 2 view of his Religion, by what flirer 
they ſee in him, that he does thereby promoteit [tte 
more effe&tually, than all the moſt Learned Diſpu- |; jt 
ters, or moſt Eloquent Perſuaders can poſlibly do. - Ie: 
And to advance this Character to the next Branch Pro 
of it, A Godly man is certainly a Faithful man ; for he Ihe 
that has a true ſenſe of Religion in him, knows Ban 
that God is true, and that in him there is no Lye nor ft 
Deceit ; that be abhors the deceitful man, and will deſtroy Io) 
him that ſpeaks lies. His Religion, when it is true and Fort 
unſophiſticated, works him up to ſuch a purity of Jive 
Mind, that he always ſpeaks the Truth-as it is in his Iii 
heart. His belief of the Eye of God that ſees he 
through him, to which all things are naked and opens Ih 
ed, and that Will bring every fecret thing to. Judgment, Fin 
obliges him toa ſeverity in the matrers' of 'Tracth, Joc 
that will ſhut out not only plain downright Lying PJide 
and Falſhood, but that will raiſe him-aboye all lit» PJlde 
the and difiagenuous arts and practices, to ſuch a be: 
pitch of Candor and Sincerity, that every man who Il; 
has any concerns with him, will foon! ſee what he Jt: 
is to truſt to, or todepend on. - A Faithful man-is-he Ii 
that hates both Lies: and Liars, and ſcorns _ has 
| ale 
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1 and unworthy methods of Slander and Ca- 
mny ; he deceives no man; he may and often 
phe ro uſe decentand prudent Reſerves; bur in 
what he ſays and profeſſes, he is exact often to 
keep within the Truth, butnever to vo beyond ur : 
fe is true in his Actions. as well as in his words; He 
$joft in all che Commerce of Life, upright in all 
Dealings, punctual in performing Agreements and 
Promiſes, but flow in making. many, becauſe in 
heſe- he 'may often forget '; bur the World, that 
annot know thar to be'rrite ; will be. apt. co im- 
wtethat failure rather to a want of Sincerity, than 
of Memory ; for when any thing is liable to two 
brtsof Judgments, 'the one mild, and the other 
kyere ;. rhe: ill natured/and falſe part of Mankind, 
midi is/aleways by rrch'the greateſt, will eyer pals 
te worſt Conftruction that can be made. A man 
hit has either the ſenſe of truth in himſelf, or the 
fnfe-of 'rhe_ abſolute neceſhry” of it to'all Human 
focieties,*for maintaining the Commerce and Con- 
dence of Mankind; will r upon other Principles be- 
ſdes thoſe that ariſe our of Religion, ſoon ſee the. 
beaury of Truth, and find che Indiſpenſible Ob- 
lations that lie on him to loye, and to practiſe. 
t: yer all thefe are but feeble Ties: in comparifon 
with thoſe that ariſe out of true Religion, which 


has a deeper and more certain operation for the 
bee 


I... 
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belief of the Allſeeing Eye of God, . and of the 


Judgments :o.come ; are Reſtraintsof another ng, 
ture,than all choſe which ariſe out of other Conſide. 
rations ; a Man may be true and faichful, I confelz 
tho he has not much Religion ; bur he myſt be true 
and fairhful if he has it : Beſides that, a Religious 
Man will be always true and faichful; whereas he 
that is not ſo, will be, perhaps, true in the ordinary 
and more obvious parts of his Life ; but when he 
thinks Art and Management a little neceſſary, and 
that he can avoid. a diſcovery , he will diſpenſe 
with all Obligations, and allow himſelf great Li- 
berties. Here we have in two words the Charater 


of ſuch Men in whom Princes might well truſt, and | 


from whom they might expect a good Account of 
all cheir, Aﬀairs. A truly Godly, and a ſincerely 
honeſt Man, 1s the Support of a Throne, and the 
Security of a State ; and as there is a fecret Blel- 
ſing about him watching over him, directing and 
prgſpering him in all his ways; ſo there are 
Charms: in him which attract the eſteem-and loye 
of all chat know him : They ſee in him a four 
dation of Confidence ,. and they look for every 
thing that is good from him : When, it goeth wel 


Prov-11- with the Righteous, the City rejoiceth ; as well as when 


+ Q, 


the Wicked periſh there is ſhouting. Set in the ſame 
light with this, the beſt drawn Pictures of Hero's 
and 
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ind Conquerors that are void of Religion and 
Verre, who 'are the Plagues and Scourges of 
Mankind, and you will ſoon ſee how Ghaltly 
ind Deform they. look, compared: to thole: bright 
Charafters with which the Godly and the Fairh- 
full Men ſhine. 

[ go next to a more Melancholly Subject, 
which is to be the ſecond Parr of my Dilcourſe ; 
Divid's Complaint that the godly ceaſed, that the 
fathful failed from among the children of men. Upon 
this Subject we find another Pſalm thar lies very 
rear this, which carries the matter much further. 
Not only godly men ceaſed, but the Ungodly'grew 
that pitch, as to ſay in their beart, that there was 
w God ; They were corrupt , they had done abominable 
vrks, there was none that did good; by a Poetical 
figure he repreſents God as looking down from 
Heaven, to fee if there. was any that did. underſland 
md. ſeek after God, It is ſome. comfort, to: hope 
that eyen in a general Corruption, there are ſome 
Mea in corners that have have kept their garments 
den, and that ftand in; the Breach, and keey off 
God's Wrath from breaking in. Now theſe words: 
hut out that ſecret reſerve of hope ; for after 
bod is repreſented as thus ſurveying that Na- 


ton, the account of the Enquiry 1s, They are- all 
£907 
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gone aftde , they are altogether become filthy , there ; 
Not only they 


none that doth good ,, no not one, 
did not call oz God themſelves, but they trod 
upon the Poor, and Oppreſfled them ; eating 
them up as one-eats bread ; They allo reproacheg 
the Poor becauſe they truſted in God, which i 
thus expreſſed ; You have ſhamed the counſel of th 
poor, becauſe the Lord is his Refuge. I will go ng 
further into David's Story, to examine upon wha 
grounds it was, that he made the Complaint in 
my Text : He had the moſt reaſon to know 
it beſt, and was the moſt concerned at it. That 
Nation was God's choſen People, upon whom 
he had beſtowed many 1ignal Bleſſings ; They 
were the only Nation, then in the World, that 
was in Covenant with God ; they had paſt ur- 
der much ſevere Diſcipline , for their many Re- 
voltings from God ; They were often deliver: 
ed up into the hands of their Enemies, and 
were as often upon their Repentance redeemed 
from them; God raiſing up many Delierers, 
by whom he wrought upon 'many Occaſions 
a mighty Salvation for them : and very lately 


God had delivered them out of the hands of the 


Philiſtines, and had by a happy and well dire- 
Red caſt of a Sling, delivered them from the ter: 
ror 


F'9 
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rour of a mighty Champion, that according to 
the way of War in thoſe times, was to be firſt 
ol Þ fought with, thar defied the Armies of Trael ; and 
ml was ſo formidable, that no man could be found 
ef that was thought an equal Match to him, till the 
if Pen-man of this Plalm, being animated and aſ- 
tr fiſted by God, did both undertake and ſucceed in 
nf it, The People of Trael had at this time none 
at} of the beſt Kings indeed ; but Jonathan was their 
nf Prince : Jonathan the Wonder and the Charm of 


WY all ſucceeding Ages : Jonathan, that ſhewed thar . 


at & true Friendſhip could hve in a Court ; and that e- 
my yen the Jealouſie and Rivalry of a Crown could 
© F neither interrupt nor cloud it. Jonathan the great- 
at F oft of Men, becauſe the beſt and nobleſt of Friends. 
Nn-F Next Jonathan, in the Eye of the People, tho be- 
& JF fore him inthe Divine Deſignation, was. David, in 
1-J whom there appeared eventhenthe moſt Heroical 
nd I Piety, and the moſt ſhining Vertues : tho after- 
ed | wards the Proſperities of an Eſtabliſhed Reign 
\ | corrupted even theſe : So hard a thing it is for Pie- 
ny ty and Vertue to maintain their Force in a flot- 
ly riſhing Court : Yer at this time, and' during the 
fe 0 courſe of thoſe Strugtings, through which he palt, 
©} hewas the moſt extraordinary Example that any 
4 Age had produced ; his Skill in Government, _ 

C Us 
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his Conduct in War, his Succeſſes and Vidories 


gave him all the [Reputation of which a great 
Prince was capable : Bur his Piety is even beyond 


wonder; which appears in his tutning himlelf up- 
on all occaſions to God, and in his compoſing 
the greateſt Collection of Inſpired Hymns thar 
ever was made : in which the flights of raiſed 
Thoughts, and the tenderneſs of melting Devoti 
ons, have made a mixture, that has been the con- 
ſtanteſt and the pleaſanteſt Entertainment of the 
Pious in all Ages. No part either of the Jewiſ 
Story, or of his own, and no accident of his Like 
none of the depreſſions or elevations of his For 
tune have ſcaped him ; but upon all theſe a Soul 
that was ever on the Wing, takes its flights to. 
wards Heaven, and in thele he has left us the 
chief Helps of raiſing all that have come after 
him thither-ward- ever ſince. That Nation that 
had ſo many Advantages, and ſuch Helps, ſuch 


Laws, and ſuch Patterns, as it had much to an- 


ſwer for, fo ir had much to apprehend when i 
fell under ſo general a Corruption. 


And now 1 leave the Hiſtory of that Nation 


to come and obſerve the preſent State of our own, 


Ah, tell it not in Gath ! where are the Godly and the 
Faithful Men ? axe they all gone into the Generati 
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ons of their Fathers? or -are they. as inviſible as 
the Seven thouſand men were in Elyahs time ; who 
tho they had not bowed their Knee to Baal, 
yet were ſo hid, and ſo little known, that even 
the Prophet thought he was the only Man that was 
ft thar-had not defiled himſelf with that Idolatry ? 
Are we without a Remnant ? Are there not Ten 
Righteous Men left, for whole lake God may be 
moved to {pare and deliver us? Is there not a 
Manamong us according to Jeremy's Words? Are 
all gone af1de? Is there none that doth good, no 
not one 2 Where -is the Piety and Devotion, the 
Zeal for Religion, and the Holineſs becoming it, 
that was was once the Strength, as well as the Glo- 
ry of this Nation 2 Where is the Truth and Hone- 
ty, the common Morality and Probity that muſt 
be the Strength of every Nation ? Have theſe things 
all left us ? and have we only a Name, that we 
live, while we are -truly dead 2 We are now pre- 
tending to Faſt and Pray; and to humble and at- 
fict our Souls betore God ; but are any of us 
looking inward, and ſaying within our elves, 
What have we .done * are we thoſe that have troubled 
our Lrael ? It 18 a very eaſe Thought, which will 
give us no Pain at all, ro accule the Sins of the 
Nation in general, and more particularly the Sins 
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of others : Theſe we may be apt enough to ag. 
jm both in our Thoughts and Diſcourſes : 
or naturally all Men are partial to themſelves, 
and ſharp upon others. But then do we truly 
humble our ſelves before God, when we ſearch 
our own Hearts and Ways, when we confeſs our 
own Sins, with all the grief of Heart and contu. 
ſion of Face that belongs to us for them ; with 
the firmeſt Reſolutions, and the moſt Solemn 
Vows of forlaking them. And that we may the 
better be direfted to make a ſevere Enquiry, let 
us reflect a. little on the Two Characters in my 
Text, - and ask our own Hearts, which. will an- 


{wer us truly if the, Queſtion is right put, Whe- 


ther are-we -of ithe {mall and deſpiſed number of 
choſe that are truly Godly and Faithful or not? 
Have we a Senſe of God dwelling much upon our 
Hearts Is his Fear much before our Eyes ? Does 
this Principle make us do or forbear many things, 
that we would not do or forbear without it 2 Do 
we accuſtom our ſelves often to reflect on the 
Works and Ways of God ? Do we acknowledge 
his Providence, depend upon it, and in all things 
ſubmit to it? Do we often conſider that he ſees 
and obſerves all we do, and that he will call us to 
give an Account of it at the laſt Day ? Do we often 
Pour 
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our out our Souls before him in earneſt Prayer ? 
Arewe ſo ſenſible of our Frailty and Miſery, that 
we cry mightily ro God for Mercy and Grace * 


Do we often Implore the Afſiltances of his Holy 


Fpiric, and bleſs him for all the good things that 
we receive at his Hands ? Do we often in our Pray- 
5 to him intercede for all Mankind ; and morc 
particularly for the Church. and Nation to which 
wedo belong ? Do we in our lecret Addrefles to the 
Throne of Grace, make mention of thoſe whom 
God in his merciful Providence has ſet over us ? 
Do we implore a Bleſſing upon their Perlons and 
Goyernment, upon their Counſels and Under- - 
akings * Do we upon theſe Solemn Days join our 
Secret Devotions with the Publick Offices 2 and 
are we ſeriouſly affected with the State and the 
Dangers of our Religion ? Do we rejoice in the 
Publick Acts of Religious Worthip ? Do we af- 
fiſt in them with our Hearts, as well as with 
our Perſons 2 Have we a Witneſs within us that 
can anſwer all theſe Queſtions? or muſt- not 
we, to deal-truly with our ſelves, acknowledge 
that we are Strangers to them all ; and that tho- 
Religion is a Name of fo decent a ſound, 
that we dare not directly attack it ; yet in our 
Hearts we wiſh there were no ſuch thing in the 
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World : weare weary of it, and if we cannot con 
ontty throw oft the very Name and Appezx 
rances of it ; yet we take care to let all the World 
ſee, that in our Accountitis no more than a Name. 
If then the much greater part of Mankind live 
if there were no ſuch thing as Religion in all their 
Thoughts, unleſs it be to abuſe and profane i, 
If the whole courſe of their Lives ſhew, thatthey 
have ſaid in their Hearts That there is no God; then 
we have but too much Reaſon to cry out, Hel, 
Lord, for the Godly man ceaſeth. And alas there is but 
too much reaſon to add, and the faithful faileth from 
among the children of men : and that the whole Charge 
of the Prophet belongs too truly to us,that there 151 
mercy, no truth, nor knowledge of God in the land, while 
every Man is ready to cheat and deceive his Neigh- 
bour, to flatter him with the Shews and Profeſſ: 
ons ; and perhaps the Oaths and Proteſtations of 
Kindneſs ; while in his Heart he hates him, and en- 
deavoursto undermine him ; while Calumny and 
Slander are the-molt common Heads of Dilcour- 
ſes ; while no truſt can be given to whar is ſaid, 
and almoſt as. little regard to what is {worn ; while 
it is one of the Arts of Converlation to affirm things 
which are known to betalſe, and to promile things 
which are not intended to be obſerved;while all thele 
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things are ſo common among us, Where is thac 
Truth in the inward Parts which God loves ? Where 
x the Probiry and Fideliry that is practiſed among 
many Heathen Nations, with ſo Religious a Simpl: 
cry,that the very Name of Chriſtianity is blaſphemed 
among them? When the Chriſtians thatgo from us, 
ind carry with them thoſe Qualities that they had 
lkamed in thele Parts, are for'this very reaſon 
thought to have a falſe Religion, becaule they are 
ſo impudent in the practiſes of Falſhood and Dit- 
ſimulation. And while we reproach the Church of 
Rome with the Do&trines of Equivocation, as the 
Arts and Diſguiſes of Falſhood, the greater part a- 
mong our {elves practiſe theſe things in ſo: bare- 
aced a manner, as it they were angry only ar the 
defling up and diſguifing of them, and reſolved 
to practiſe a more honeſt Falſhood, would avow- 
edly practiſe that which the others teach us to do 
covertly. Ah, if according to the threatning, God 
would cut off all lying Lips, under what a deſolation 
ſhould our Cities and Countries, our Courts and 
Camps be quickly brought ; ic would deſtroy us 
aſter than Famines, Plagues, or Wars could do. 
And this leads me to the Third part of my'Dil- 
courſe ; which is to confider the dangerous and 
almoſt deſperate State of a Nation, in which Godly 
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ed by Religion,otherwiſe ic muſt turn feeble and fall 


and Faithful men do fail. It is dangerous by reaſon 
of the natural Effects that muſt needs follow o 
ſuch a Corruption, beſides the Judgiments of Go 
that ir muſt draw down upon a Nation. Where 
Men are no more reſtrained by the Principles of 
Religion, they naturally give themſelves up to 
their Pleaſures or Intereſts : this makes them both 
feeble and effeminate, baſe and treacherous. When 
inward Reſtraints are taken off, Nature mult break 
out, and undiſciplined Appetites and Paſſions muſt 
work the Diflolution of Society and Government 
eſpecially where Liberty 1s prelerved,and Law bear 
(way. Abſolute Governments may be reſtrained 
and maintained at the pleaſure of a ſevere Prince 
But a legal and free Government cannot {tand long 
againſt an Inundation of Vice and Impiety. $ 
that here Religion becomes Indiſpenſably neceſſz 
ry, even for the Preſervation of the Conſtitution: 
For how can Men live long together in any tolerable 
Order and Quiet, if neither the Fear of God, nor 
the Awe of Man reſtrains them. The cenlures of 
the Law fall only upon ſome enormous Crimes, but 
the corruption of Mens Morals and Principles, can 
novbe reached in a Government that is-exactly legal, 
Therefore ſuch a Conſtitution muſt either be fortih: 


into 
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inco Decay, and in Fac we ſee that no free Go- 
verhment was over-run with Tyranny, tl-the 
Minds of the People, by the abule of cheir Liber- 
ty, were'cotrupted with''Senſuality. This] blants 
Indaſtry; arid! raiſes the' Expence beyondthein- 
rome, which muſt” quickly bring Ruin after! it; 
The Expence' of Vice mfſt be ſuppotted with 
Extottion and Oppreſſioh, Cortuption and: Bribe- 
fy. The ravenous Men 'of Pleafure!s as they do 
lIttle for the Publick, 'ſo they think they can never 
rob it enough. The Love of the Publick, andof 
ones Country, which is the Root of the moſt ge- 
nerous Ations, of 'which 'the\ Nature of Man is 
capable, ſinks in a Mandiflolved into Pleaſute, or 
ſold to Intereſt. A noble contempt of Life, 
which gives an Heroical Courage, that is the chief 
Inſtrument of the Preſervation of a Nation, has 
no true Foundation bur'in Religion; Not to fear 
Death, in one that has reaſon to believe there is a 
black Immortality that comes after it, is Madnels, 
and an unthinking Excravagance, and not a true 
and ſetled Courage. Whereas to him that has 4 
ood Conſcience, * that 'traſts in God and ſerves 
him, and that has 'reaſon to believe that he ſhall 
be for ever happy in another World, Death cannot 
be terrible, bur may be thought on, and ventured 
int D on 
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on with an undaunted firmneſs of Mind. The 
want of Truth deſtroys all Confidence and King. 
neſsamong Men, without which Societies are but 
as: Ropes ot Sand. Men, can neither truſt a falſe 
Man; nor love him; and what ſtrength can there 
be in any Government, where there are no Foun- 
dations for theſe ? | It would be too invidious to 
bring: all theſe; things, that have been (aid in gene- 
ral, nearer us,;,and to oblerye how far they belong 
to us. Alas, the Martter is but too plain, and needs 
no' enlargement. What pains has been taken 
among, us, to laugh out. of our Minds the ſenſe 
both. of Religion and;Verrue ? "Theſe: have long 
paſs'd for thingsaf. theiold, World, that. are now 
out of faſhion. And ic is but too viſible, that the 
Heat which many ſhewed ſome time ago for pre- 
ſervingtheir Religion, flowed from any Principle 
rather than Aﬀection to. it, or, Zeal for it; fince 
they do.now ſhew ſo little concern for it, and live 
{olutle ſuitably roir. Ah, have we our Religion 
for no other end, but to be laugh'd at and deſpiſed 
by ſome, while it is made by others only matter 
of Paſſion and Faftion ? Where are the moſt com- 
mon Vertues of ordinary Heathens? Are Honeſty 
and Truth, Sobriety and Chaſtity, Mercy and 
Charity,. Generoſity and good Nature, only lo 
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many ſplendid-Names of Qualities that are co be 
:dmired in the Men of former ages, while they 
xre deſpiſed in. the: pretent? . And What can we 
think of- our i{elves, when that which 1s. the, Roor 
and Spring of all other Political Vertues, the Love 
of our Country, and a Zeal for the Publick, is to 
vitbly ſacrificed to private Intereſts and Paſſions ? 
Theſe rhings do-as certainly diflolve the Strength of 
2 Nation, as Palites or Gouts do the Strength of a 
Body. But as fo univerſal a Degeneracy does by its. 
own Operation weaken a Nation,lo it draws down 
heavy Judgments from Heaven upon it. - Every 
Man's Indignation againſt faulty Perſons, encreales 
in proportion to the Favours that have. been 
ſhewed, but deſpiſed by the Offenders. The 
Judgments of God upon the Jewiſh Nation, and 
upon the Roman Empire, are things lo generally: 
known, that I preſume it is not neceſlary to en-: 
large much upon them : The Inſtances of paſt-' 
times are perhaps at too great a diſtance from us 
to affe&t us as they ought ro do. But in our own 
Age, do not we lee how God has ariſen to ſhake 
the whole Earth terribly, and that his Judgmeats 
have been going round the whole Compals of 
Europe, while we, as if we had been the. privi-. 
ledged Corner of the World, have indeed : heard, 
D 2 of 
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of theſe things, and ſeen them ar a diſtance; bur 
have not yet felc them? How many Proteſtant 
Churches have been plucked: up by: the: Roots? 
How terribly have many others been ſhattered. and 
next to ruined 2 What. Scenes of Blood and De. 
ſtruction, of Burning and Vaſtation, have the 
Netherlands, the Rhine, -and Hungary, been now 
in-a-courſe” of - rwenty Years, ' with very little in- 
rerruption ? And not to:go out'of the Precin&s 
of: this Crown, What a Fielg of Blood, of Death 
and Deſolation, has Irelarid been, and alas ſtill is? 
And/ yet all this while none -of thele dreadful 
Things have broke in upon'us.- We.do indeed feel 
them alittle in our Purſes ; but ah, how light is 
this Burden compared to that which others bear, 
whoſe Perſons and Houles, their Eſtates and 
whole Stock, are every day expoſed, not only to 


the-Fury 'of -their Enemies, but evento the Yio-. 


lences of thoſe that ought to. be their Friends ; for 
in all Wars ic-1s but too common, that Countries 
ſuffer almoſt equally from both Sides. And if 

ne:{hould: judg of that ealy {hare of: Taxes which 
we bear in fo: terrible a Convutfion of all Europe, 
by the Prodigalicy and Luxury, the Gaming, the 


Playhouſes, and the other extravagant Expences, 


that are ſtill among us, one would conclude that 
Men 
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Men are not much pinched, when there is ſo much 
left for Vanity and rlealure. A moderate Frugality 
would do more than pay Taxes. And when Men 
orudg their Religion and their Country, the ſacri- 
icing that to it which they had better be withour, 
tho chat were not in the Cale, it muſt b: concluded 
that they have no great _ for either the one or 
he other. But while we lee that God's Judgments 
xe abroad in the Earth, why ſhould we flatter our 
elves ſo far as to think that they ſhould never 
come near us ? or rather on the other hand, why 
hould we not conclude, that the ſeeming partiality 
of his Providence hitherto to us-ward, will be ful- 
ly cleared by the ſeverity of his Judgments, when 
ke ſhall chink far to let chem looſe upon us ? For 
ctainly, the longer they are delayed, they will fall 
heheavier ar the laſt : If neither the Light we en- 
py, nor the Deliverance that has been almoſt as 


niraculouſly,tho more ſlowly carried on and main- 
ned amongſt us, as it was at firſt given tous , if 


neicher the Miſeries of others,nor our own' extream 
Dangers ; if neither the great InſtruCtions that are 
viven us, nor the ſhining Examples that are ſet be- 
fore us can reclaim us, but that we will till go on, 
and fin with a high hand, then what remains for us 
bur tocry, Help Lord, for the godly Man ceaſeth, the 
Faithful 
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Faithful fail from among the Children of Men ? The 
more reaſon that we have to apprehend Judgment 
from God for our own Sins, we have ſtill the more 
reaſon to redouble our molt earneſt Prayers tg 
him, Help Lord : If Cxod do not help us, for hj 
own great Name's-lake, and for the fake of tha 
{mall number of Interceſlors that we hope are fl 
among us, the cry of whoſe Prayers may be more 
efte&ual, than the loud Cries of the mulrtitudes of 
Sinners ; we ſee before our Eyes, all that can be 
formidable to Men, who have any regard, either to 
their Souls or Bodies, to their Eſtates or their Po- 
ſterity ; it God ſhould now withdraw his Help, 
and abandon us, there is nothing that the moſt me- 
lancholy and alrighted Imagination can ſer before 
us, that can riſe up to the Mileries that we hall 


moſt certainly fall under. That ſmall bart much. 


boaſted Earneſt of burning upon our Coait lk 
Year, was the true Sample of what we may then 
look for: Waſting and Deſtruction muſt walk over 
the Land as a Flood (weeping all before it. And 
as we have no defended Cities, nor Paſles to ſtop 
the Fury of a enraged Enemies, if they can bnt 
once break in upon us-;; fo the Intereſt they have to 
make this Nation a heap of Ruins,and the particu- 
lar Rage wich which their Spirits are whetted again 
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w, and the Fury of their Prieſts, the Outragiout- 


;| neſs of their Souldiery, and above all the Barbarity 


of the Counſels that direct them, give us the cer- 
aineſt grounds of apprehending utter Deſtruction, 


by If they have uſed the Countries of their own Reli- 


gion [0 as they have done, where there has been nei- 


her Faich kept, nur Mercy ſhewed; then we may 


juſtly apply theſe words of our Saviour to our 
ſelves, If theſe things be done in the green Tree, what 
ſhall be done in the Dry? It ever God for our Sins 
&liver us up to luch a devouring Calamity, then 


| theſe will be the only happy Men of the Nation, 


who are now thought the molt impardonable ; 


-Þ for they will quickly fall Sacrifices co the Rage 


of their Enemies, and will not endure the lingring 
Torment of ſceing and feeling the Mileries of their 
Country, in which all muſt periſh art laſt, for late 
Inſtances, but feeble Ones in compariſon to 
thoſe diſmal things that are before us,if thoſe black 
Days ſhould come upon us, may have taught thole 
unnatural Proteſtants and unnatural Engliſhmen, 
that would be at farlt inſulting upon the Ruin of 
their Country, that they would be very ſoon look- 
don as the worlt of Enemies, if they ſhould af- 
terwards pretend but ro think of prelerving the 
Religion and the Laws, This is but a ſmall part of 

that 
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that diſmal Cataſtrophe which we mult look for 


if God ſhould deal with us as our -Sins have deſe:. 


- ved at his Hands: And are not all thele powerhy 


Arguments to preſs us to call on God mighcily far 
his Help ? Can we look on tamely when ſo muci 


-js at Stake ? Can we be indifferent, when no le 


than the Deſtruction of our Country, the [oſs 
our Religion,and the Ruin of the whole Reformet 
Side all Europe over, is the Judgment which rhrez 
rens us, if God is nqt appealed, and his Wrath tur 
ned away by a lerious Repentance and a true Re. 


formation, without which the utmoſt fervour df 


our Prayers is but the heat of Imagination, and cin 
Hgnity nothing ? The barbarons hatred which me 
lie under, from thoſe who pretend to be of the 
{ſame Religion with us,is ſomewhat extraordinary, 
but the ſtupid and unconcerned Indifferency. 6 
thoſe who are, or at leaſt ſeem tobe, with us, is 
yer in ſome reſpe&ts more amazing, who perhaps 
look on all that is doing as if 1: were other Mens 


o O ” » 
Work and not-their own ; as if it were only done 


for the Eſtabliſhing of the Throne of our Prin, 


and not for the Prelervation and Happinefs of the 
Nation ; andas if the [Quarrel were perſonal andnot 


 nation2l. We have Princes who: ſhew us bat tog 


ofren how regardleſs they are of their owh Pet- 
| {ons, 
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ſons, and how much they conſider the Publick : 
1nd who can neither be kepr from the Danger nor 
the Fatigue of Campagnes ; when to. the laſting 
Reproach of the Youth of .the Nation, .{o,many 
chooſe tg loiter it away at Home.in Luxury, and 
Effeminacy, rather than go and learn how co de- 
fend their Country, and-thevy that they have the 
Zealand Aﬀection far their Religion, their King 
and their Country, which becomes-their Blood, and 
the Rank that they hold in it. They deceive them- 
ſelves, who think that the. preſent Quarrel is any 
other than-Reljgion and England, While then all is 
truck at, why: are.not all/ concerned, fiace every 
Man muſt bear his ſhare-in the Iſſue ? Shall choſe 
that go out in our Armies and Fields, and with all 
hurt Reverence be it {aid, ſhall his Majeſty alone 
carry. away the whole Honour of preſerving and 
laving the Nation ? Have we who ſtay at Home no 
Ambition to ſhare with them in ic? If we goon 
in our Sins, we are fighting againſt them behind 
them, while they have a powerful Enemy in 
Head : but if we are Faſting and Praying while 
they are Marching and Fighting, there will be in 
this a ſtrong Reſerve, and a mighty Supply ſent to 
them. - We have on our Side the julteſt Cauſe that 
ever any Nation engaged in: we have allo on our 
E Side 
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Side the Sighs of many poor and needy Perſons, 
who have been made miſerable by the Treachery 
and'Cruehy of our Enemies : So that accordingrtg 
the words of 'this P[abn, we may hope that for thy 
Oppreſſion and Sighing of the Poor and Needy, 'God wil 
now ariſe and [ſet him in ſafety from him that puffeth at 
him.- TheCry of all that-Innocenc Blood char has 
been fhed in courfe of many Years unjult- Wars, 
and cruel'Perſecution;- does all ſtand of our Side, 
If -theh we join to theſe true Repentance and ear- 
neſt Prayers, we-may juſtly: hope chat they ſhall be 
heatd; thar God will ariſe, lift up: his Strength,and come 
and: fave ws. .* tewill be but wverylightpare of the 
War, 'if we lay upon ovr-(elves:aw Obligation of 
offering up every day ſome Petitions to God with 
relation to it," if we'raiſe out Fervor a little higher 
once a Week, and if'weobſerverthe: monthly. Faſt 
with that ſolemn ſtri&tneſs which: becomes” fo im- 
portant 'an Occaſion; this will: upon the: whole 
Matter bear a greater ſhare in our Prelervationithan 
our prophane Libertines can underſtand. God is a 
hearer of Prayer, and this will be a. continmance in 
i, and a watching thereunto7; according to'the Apo- 
Rle's Phraſe, That our Prayers may go up betore 
God as Incenſe, we muſt cleanſe our Hearts, and waſh 
our Hands ; we muſt put away from-usthe evil of our 
E | ways, 
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pajs, and entertain nothing within us, by which 
or Prayers may be hindred : for as the effeftual fervent 


Prajers of the Righteous avail much, ſo the Prayers of 


the Wicked are Sin. If we regard Iniquity in our Hearts, 
God will not hear us, but both we and our Prayers 
ſhall be an Abomination to him. 

Let us then pray, and pray earneſtly to God, 
that he may go forth with our Fleets and Armies; 
and above all, that he may direct and bleſs, pre- 
ſerve and reſtore to us him that is the Light of our 
Fyes, and the Breath of our Neoſtrils, the only viſible 
Support,. not only of theſe Nations, but of ,Reli- 
gion and Liberty in general : and that has hither- 
to been in {o peculiar a manner the care of Hea- 
ven, that nothing but our Sins can make us doubr 
but thac Angels will {till encamp about him, and 
watcn-over him. - Letus alſo pray, that the Part- 
nerof his Crown and Throne may have the {ame 
gracious Protection hovering over Her,enlightning 
and proſpering all her Counlels ; and that this pre- 
ſent Separation that our common Preſervation 
makes neceſſary, may be of a ſhort continuance, 
and have a glorious Concluſion; that this our Faſt 
may end in Days of Joy and Thankſgiving, that 
we may be quiet and ſafe at Home, and his Ma- 
jſty glorious and victorious Abroad ; that inſtead 


of 


31. 


oy 


A Faſi-Sermon. at. W hite-Hall; Ke, | | 


I Ifa. 11.6. 


of Wars; and Rumours of W ars, which do ſo,g q 


cen endanger that Life, : which is che beſt 
auis, Wwe may lee thoſe deſirable'and happy. Dag 

13.which according to the prophetick Phraſe, Th 
Wolf ſhall dwell with the Lamb, and the \ \Leapard 
lie down with the Kid ; nd: the Calf and the young L 


fhatll lie down together, aud 8 {ith Child ſhall lead.th 


That ſo our Princes being no inowe difteatodry 
themore 'preſſing-ayd neceſſary.'Care of our Pa 
ſervation, may be able to atrend more entirely 
that. which-they do ſp (earneſtly Hdefire, the rail 
up the true Luſtre of this Church and State,j 
reviving all thole Vertues which were the, Angif 
Glories of this Nation; and reforming all thai 
Abuſes and Diſorders: which the Luxury of lat 
Times have let in among us. May They live a 
proſper, and may every Year be.-a:'new Scenkf 
Glory to-Them,- an Encreaſe of Triumph, iang 


Progreſs of Vieory, an let all the Peopleln 
Amen, 
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